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Good morning, and a heartfelt welcome to the 
National Memorial Arboretum. Thank you for joining 
us today as we come together to remember, with 
gratitude and pride, all those who have served and 
sacrificed in our Nation’s Armed Forces. 

As the bright days of summer have passed, and the poppies that once 
graced the Arboretum’s landscape have long since faded, I look around 
today and am heartened to see that their spirit lives on all around 
us.  They bloom anew on lapels, are woven into the fabric of clothing, 
have been laid with much care at the memorials that surround us, and 
together in a sea of thousands in the Field of Remembrance. The Royal 
British Legion’s red poppy is an enduring symbol of Remembrance and 
hope for a peaceful future. It is inclusive of all, represents service and 
sacrifice across generations and communities, and is a unifying promise 
that we will remember. 

At the Arboretum, these values are reflected in everything you will see 
today. Memorials that tell powerful stories of courage, sacrifice and 
devotion to duty, and a beautiful living landscape that gently nurtures 
hope, resilience, and connection. At a time when conflict and uncertainty 
touch so many lives across our world, it is right that we pause here to 
reflect and remember together.

After our collective time here at this morning’s service, I do hope that you 
will find your own reflective space and will take hope from all the RBL 
poppy and Arboretum represent.

Thank you once again for joining us today. I do hope that you will have 
the opportunity to visit the Arboretum again soon. 

 
Lynda Atkins DL 
National Chair, Royal British Legion
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10.30am 	 Musical Welcome 
	 Arboretum Associate Partners Black Voices  
 
	 Band of the Irish Guards 
	� Under the direction of the Director of Music, 

Captain Claire Lawrence MA (Dist), FRSM 
 
The Band of the Irish Guards appears by kind permission 
of Major General James Bowder OBE, General Officer 
Commanding London District and Major General Commanding 
The Household Division  

10.40am 	 Words of Welcome 
	 Mark Ellis, Arboretum Lead, National Memorial Arboretum

(Please stand when the fanfare sounds)

10.50am	 Arrival of Her Royal Highness The Princess of Wales

	 Accompanied by:

	 Mr Graham Morley 
	 His Majesty’s Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire

	 Ms Lynda Atkins DL 
	 National Chair of the Royal British Legion

	 Mrs Philippa Rawlinson MA(Cantab) MSc	  
	 Managing Director of the National Memorial Arboretum, 
	 Director of Remembrance of the Royal British Legion

	 Mrs Louise Sandher-Jones MP 
	 Minister for Veterans and People 
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The Bidding
The Bishop of Lichfield, The Right Reverend Dr Michael Ipgrave OBE  
 
We meet in the presence of God. 
 
To commit ourselves to work in penitence and faith for reconciliation 
between the nations, that all people may, together, live in freedom, justice 
and peace. 
 
We come to pray for all who in bereavement, disability and pain  
continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and terror. 
 
We come to remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose lives, in 
world wars and conflicts past and present, have been given and taken away.

 
(Please sit) 
 
 

Confession & Absolution

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world;  
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; the evil divisions and hatreds. 
Let us confess our share in what is wrong,  
and our failure to seek and establish that peace  
which God wills for his children. 
 
 
(We observe a short silence) 
 
 
Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you, 
and are not worthy to be called your children. 
We turn to you asking that you have mercy on us,  
And teach us to live rightly in love and peace with you 
and with all humanity. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen
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(Please stand) 
 

The Act of Remembrance 
Reverend Treena Larkin 

 
God of truth and justice, 
we hold before you those whose memory we cherish, 
and those whose names we will never know. 
Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world, 
and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm. 
As we honour the past, may we put our faith in your future; 
for you are the source of life and hope, now and for ever.  
 
Amen 
 
 

The Exhortation 
Mr Graham Morley

They shall grow not old,  
as we that are left grow old; 
age shall not weary them,  
nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun  
and in the morning, 
�we will remember them.

We will remember them. 
 
 

The Last Post 
Performed by Colour Sergeant Stephen Histon MMus 
 
(Military personnel in uniform salute on the  
first note of the Last Post and recover from  
salute on the last note of the Last Post)

Silence

Reveille
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The Kohima Epitaph
Ms Lynda Atkins 

When you go home, tell them of us and say, 
For your tomorrow, we gave our today.

Wreath Laying

Her Royal Highness The Princess of Wales 
 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant Mr Graham Morley on behalf of the 
Staffordshire Lieutenancy 
Mr Timothy Gillow, High Sheriff of Staffordshire 
 
Mrs Louise Sandher-Jones MP on behalf of the Ministry of Defence 
Dave Robertson MP on behalf of Parliament and His Majesty’s Government 
 
Commodore Tristram Kirkwood on behalf of the Royal Navy 
Brigadier Nicholas Sutherland on behalf of the Army 
Air Commodore Adam Sansom on behalf of the Royal Air Force 
 
Ms Lynda Atkins on behalf of the Royal British Legion 
Mrs Helen Owen on behalf of the National Memorial Arboretum 
 
Mr Paul Williams on behalf of Staffordshire County Council 
Dr Keith Vernon on behalf of Lichfield District Council 
Mr David Whatton on behalf of Alrewas Parish Council 
 
Commissioner Ben Adams Staffordshire Police, Fire and Crime Commission 
Assistant Chief Constable Paul Talbot on behalf of Staffordshire Police 
Chief Fire Officer Rob Barber on behalf of Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service 
 
 
There will be an opportunity for other organisations and 
individuals to lay wreaths at the end of the Service.

(Please sit)
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A Sonnet For Us All
Written and performed by Arji Manuelpillai, 
Poet In Residence, National Memorial Arboretum 

When you speak of our country, do not speak of war. 
Speak of the nurse who held a hand like her own father’s,  
A lieutenant who embraced a soldier like his own brother. 
Remember, sometimes those who go into burning buildings  
burn brighter than the fire inside. Those who rise from burning 
buildings carry scars we cannot see. If you speak of this country 
speak of the widow who never stopped waiting, the sailor  
who kissed a photo till it turned to ash in his hands,  
or the pilots who meet in the pub to talk of anything but war. 
You see love is a compass, love is a bugle mourning.   
Love is sacrificing tomorrow so that a stranger can live today.

So when you speak of this country, do not think of it as a place. 
Think of it as a feeling, the feeling of being loved, the duty to pass  
that love to whoever needs it.

Scars in Armour 
Performed by participants of Talent in the Ranks 
 
Talent in the Ranks, a programme developed and produced by the 
Arboretum, engages serving personnel, veterans, and military families. 
 
Working alongside Arboretum Associate Partners Black Voices, the 
programme uses poetry, songwriting, and music to explore themes 
close to the hearts of the participants.
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Tears in the Sun 
Written and performed by Sergeant Lee Wright

Last days light in the distance 
Dark consumes there’s no resistance 
Signs were there and we were warned  
Now the calmness before the storm 
 
The battle echoes through the sky 
Mighty Ares begins to cry 
Angels weep and thunder strikes 
Raging on all through the night  
 
Explosions now quake the ground 
Thunderous applause throughout the land 
Fate has dealt its terrible blow 
Is this real?  Filled with woe 
 
All the warriors that are in the keep 
Hold each other and begin to weep 
At the news that we are feared 
His soul gone and disappeared  
 
Seeing face glass eyed and broken 
Stone in throats with no words spoken 
Crimson wreath we shall remember 
All my people in November 
 
Hearing the music that is played 
Transports me back to that day 
Crimson wreath we shall remember  
All my people in November 
 
Hallowed square 
Together as one  
As we shed out  
Tears in the sun 
 
10 years have passed 
But I’m not done 
Remembering all my 
Tears in the sun
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Reflections 
The Right Reverend Dr Michael Ipgrave

Intercessions 
Reverend Treena Larkin 
 
We pray for all who have died, or suffer as a result of conflict. 
Those whose lives are disfigured by war or terror, 
for service men and women, for civilians,  
for those held captive, 
each one remembered by and known to God. 
 
May God give peace. 
 
God give peace 

�We pray for peace-makers and peace-keepers;  
those who seek to keep this world secure and free;  
for all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership,  
political, military and religious;  
asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve in the search for  
reconciliation and peace. 
 
May God give peace. 
 
God give peace

�Finally we pray for all members of the Armed Forces who are in  
danger this day, remembering family, friends and all who pray  
for their safe return. 
 
May God give peace. 
 
God give peace
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�Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us.

�Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy Kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread  
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Abide With Me 
Performed by Aliyah Wiggins, Soprano 
and accompanied by the Band of the Irish Guards 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide 
The darkness deepens Lord, with me abide 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away 
Change and decay in all around I see 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

I need thy presence every passing hour: 
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Henry Francis Lyte (1793 - 1847)
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�(Please stand) 

Act of Commitment 
The Right Reverend Dr Michael Ipgrave 
 
As we prepare to leave this place let us commit ourselves to  
responsible living and faithful service.
Will you strive for all that makes for peace? 

We will

Will you seek to heal the wounds of war? 

We will

Will you work for a just future for all humanity? 

We will

�Merciful God, we offer to you the fears in us  
that have not yet been cast out by love:  
May we accept the hope you have placed in the hearts of all people,  
and live lives of justice, courage and mercy;  
through Jesus Christ our risen Redeemer. 

Amen

 
The Blessing 
 
God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, 
to the Church, The King, the Commonwealth 
and all people, unity, peace and concord, 
and to us and all God’s servants, life everlasting. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
be among you all and remain with you always.

Amen

Go forth with hope and seek for peace in the service of God 
In the name of Christ. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen
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The National Anthem 
Performed by Aliyah Wiggins and accompanied 
by the Band of the Irish Guards.

(Military personnel in uniform salute)

�God save our gracious King! 
Long live our noble King! 
God save the King! 
Send him victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 
God save the King.

�The Royal Party depart to view the newly engraved 
names on the Armed Forces Memorial. 
 
�The congregation are requested to remain standing until 
the Royal Party have moved through the Memorial.

Musical Interlude 

Please remain in your seats until you are invited to either lay a wreath 
or tribute, or descend the Memorial, by one of the Arboretum stewards.

With thanks to Arboretum Associate Partners Black Voices, 
Aliyah Wiggins, Arji Manuelpillai, the Band of the Irish Guards 
and participants of Talent in the Ranks.
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Charity No. 1043992

Support Us 
 
The National Memorial Arboretum is a registered charity that relies on 
the generous support of our visitors, partners, friends, and donors. 
You can help to ensure that we continue to educate future generations 
as we inspire them with the important stories we share, provide a 
safe space for those processing complicated emotions, and help our 
communities celebrate lives lived and remember lives lost. 

Visit 
thenma.org.uk/support-us 
or speak to a member of our team to find out more.  

Share our story   
Support us by sharing the story 
of the Arboretum with your 
friends and family.

Donate   
We appreciate every donation, large 
and small. Donate today in our Remembrance 
Centre, join our Friends membership scheme 
or fundraise for us. 

Volunteer   
Join our team and share  
your passion and enthusiasm  
with our visitors.
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